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Oxbridge outcomes

SHS Oxbridge 

offers tripled 

Improved SHS Oxbridge outcomes in Worsening climate for Independent Schools (last two 

years, circa 10% of year group)



Colleges





Supervisions/tutorials



Unique aspects of application

• Can only apply to Oxford OR Cambridge 

(in addition to 4 other choices) via UCAS

• Earlier UCAS deadline – 15 October Year 

13

• Some subjects require entrance tests 

(pre-interview or at interview) and school 

essays

• SAQ form for Cambridge – 22 October 

(easy but need to complete!)

• All courses interview (December Year 13)



What are good 

reasons for 

applying (or not)?



I’m not 

academically 
suited to it? 



“Geeks” welcome but…





I risk wasting a UCAS space



Because I will have an interview?

• Just one part of the selection process

• What you may get is probing your 
interests (e.g. in your personal statement, 
reading you’ve done), responding to 
unseen material, talking about written 
work you have submitted, topical 
questions in your subject and random 
questions

• Inevitably, much will be unexpected and 
programme should encourage you to 
embrace that



I might get rejected?



Doesn’t offer my course/don’t 
like their course

1. They don’t offer the course:  “I’m 

applying for English and drama Mr 

McDermott;  Oxbridge don’t offer 

that so I shouldn’t apply”

2. I don’t like their course:  “Cambridge 

psychology is too scientific; I prefer 

Bath”

3. Are you making a mountain out of a 

mole hill?  “I will have to study 

medieval English”



Pressure



So how do you explore?

Sources of inspiration:

Your current subjects 

Subjects related to current 
subjects/interests



University Websites

http://www.undergraduate.study.c

am.ac.uk/courses/natural-

sciences

https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/u

ndergraduate/courses-

listing/classics?wssl=1

See related courses for each course

http://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/courses/computer-science
https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/courses-listing/classics?wssl=1












Also consider…
Competitions – see Careers Newsletter in 

January

Your EPQ – align with your subject of application

Reading lists – “google subject + Ox/Cam”

MOOCs – mini university courses online



Masterclasses



Am I academically 

suited?



Results

▪ ≥5 A*s/8,9 at GCSEs, but…

▪ May vary by subject 

(economics, PPE, medicine, 

natural sciences, physics, 

computer sci probably higher –

languages, theology, 5 x 8/9 

might be ok)

▪ Potential, not actuality



Good exam results are 

not enough



Good exam results are  

not enough

In 2015, circa 15% of candidates 
scored 3 ‘A’s, but... 

only 1.2% of UCAS applicants go 
to Oxford or Cambridge, which 
is why...

…many universities other than 
Oxford and Cambridge  
demand AAA or higher.



Good exam results are 

not enough

A* now part of the standard 
Cambridge offer (A*AA or A*A*A 
for Sciences), and of the Oxford 
sciences offer. But…

…both Oxford and Cambridge  
are unwilling to put too much 
emphasis on the A*. 

So what ARE they after?  



Independent thinking, 
not re-gurgitation

“The mind is not a vessel to be filled, 
but a fire to be ignited” (Plutarch)

Someone who thinks critically about issues…

Someone who recognises things are messy and 
complicated…

Someone who can verbalise  thinking

Doesn’t necessarily mean “confident”

NB. These skills can be developed



Genuine enthusiasm, not feigned 

‘passion’

“A magician bumps into you on 
the first day of school in Year 12. 
He offers you, for free, a pill 
which, he claims, can instantly 
give you all the knowledge and 
understanding that you need in 
order to score A-grades in all 
your AS and A2 examinations. 
You believe that he is speaking 
the truth. Would you take the pill 
?”



BUT… No one type of 

student 

Great to be independent 

thinker and passionate about 

your subject BUT…  



Some of most oversubscribed 

courses % success rate
Architecture: 8% Cam

Computer Science: 11% Cam,  7% Oxford

Physics: 15% Oxford

Medicine: 17% Cam, 9% Oxford

Law: 14%  Cam, Oxford

Politics, Philosophy, Economics (PPE): 12% Ox

Maths: 14% Cam, 13% Oxford



Some less oversubscribed
Anglo Saxon Norse and Celtic:  33% Cam

Archaeology: 33% Cam

Languages:  50% Cam, 35% Oxford

Earth Science: 29% Oxford

Linguistics:  33% Cam

Geography:  33% Cam

Music:  50% Cam, 38% Oxford

Classics:  50% Cam, 38% Oxford

Theology:  33% Cam, 32% Oxford



Apply strategically?
No, this is not licence to apply for a 
subject you are not interested in

But, properly explore new subjects 

where relevant as often not 

encountered at school and if appeals 

then do consider

NB. You may be able to change degree 

at Cambridge after your “PART I”

NB. Oxbridge choice does not 

necessarily restrict course choice 

elsewhere



Remember if you do 

get a place

Oxford and Cambridge have the 

lowest drop out rates of any English 

university:

Oxford – 0.4%  Cambridge – 0.35%

No. awarded First/2.1 – amongst 

highest



Over to people with 

finger on the pulse…

Katie Lancaster – Former 

SHS pupil and second year 

student in Philosophy and 

Religion at Keble College, 

Oxford….



Oxbridge Programme 

Application Process 

and 

Support we give SHS pupils 

on it



Identifying realistic 

applicants
Interested in applying?  Research courses over 
Christmas

Please reply to email sent to your school e-mail by 
Monday 6th January stating the following: 

i)Subject(s) (please indicate if considering more 
than 1)

ii)choice of university (Oxford or Cambridge if 
known) 

iii)Your A level subjects and EPQ with area

iv) GCSEs Results

v) Any extenuating circumstances to explain 
GCSE underperformance



Leave your teachers alone 

for the moment…we’ll be 

talking with them!

Then I will see whomever 

applies to determine 

whether they should join 

the programme and who 

their mentor(s) should be



Oxbridge Programme



Meet the Oxbridge Management Team

Mr McDermott

Oxbridge 

Co-ordinator

Law (Cam)

Miss Parker 

Assistant 

Oxbridge 

Co-ordinator

Natural Sciences 

(Cam)

Mrs Adams

Assistant 

Oxbridge 

Co-ordinator

Classics (Cam)



Meet the Mentors

• Mr Gibbons  - Maths (Ox)

• Mr Howells – Maths (Ox)

• Ms Daniels – Biology (Ox)

• Ms Dean – Natural Sciences (Cam)

• Ms Evans – Education Masters at Oxford  - Archaeology, 

English, Education and Classics Mentor

• Ms Woods – Spanish (Ox)

• Ms Lintott – Art History (The Courtauld)

• Many more….  (including Oxbridge Team)



Mentoring

Usually meet once per week from approx. 

February 2020 until Interviews in December 2020

Explore your interests  (particularly early on) and 

aspects of course you are unfamiliar with (eg.

sociology in Theology)

Help finalise your subject (if relevant) 

Agree reading, galleries to visit, work experience 

to do, etc…  



Mentoring cont.

At future meetings discuss what you have 

read and done and engage with new 

material (replicating Supervision/Tutorials)

Over time, practice responding to unseen 

material and multistage questions, among 

other things

Develop technical skills – eg. if computer 

science or physical/chemical sciences, maths 

maths maths, particularly if not doing further 

maths

Support you with application – e.g. personal 

statement, written work submissions



Year 12 
In addition to mentoring, fortnightly Oxbridge 
Meeting by Oxbridge Team which we recommend 

you attend (currently after school on a Tuesday) 

Epsom Down Oxford and Cambridge Conference 
March 2020 – date TBC

Mock entrance tests – you may do with your mentor 

but Oxbridge Team will aim to arrange additional 

practice testing (important you take feedback from 

this) 

-Trip to Open Days at Oxford and Cambridge (2 and 

3 July 2020 – Activity Week)

-Mock interview day

-Lecture Day



Year 13
Finalise your choices on return in Sept – subject, institution, college 

(ideally done by end of summer term)

Personal Statement complete by beginning of Sept 2020 – support from 

Mentor and oversight by Oxbridge Team

UCAS References – written by teachers and edited by Oxbridge Team

Early UCAS Submission for Oxbridge – 15 October 2018 

Help with written work submission for most Arts and some Social 
Sciences (1 or 2 essays – work on from Summer Year 12) – submit early 

November 2020

Pre-interview entrance tests: avoid booking holidays end Oct 

beginning Nov 2020 until we confirm pre-interview test dates (LNAT for 

law taken different date)

Usually at least two mock interviews (Autumn Term)

December 2020 – interviews from 1st – 18thish  (sometimes late November)



Oxford or Cambridge;  

College Choice? 

We will advise and guide on this… 

Historically: Oxford – more entry test focussed; 

deselect more for interview;  Once at interview, 

Cambridge more data driven, Oxford more interview

Colleges – size, old/new, selection requirements, 

etc…

… Focus on exploring subject choice for now 

REMEMBERING to consider related subjects 

(particularly if we advise this in your post Christmas 

meeting)

NB. Your Oxbridge choice does not necessarily affect 

choices elsewhere



In summary…

Lots of reasons to apply. Take your pick !

There is no one type! Generally, strong GCSEs and 

likely to achieve 3 As or A*s at A level

If you’ve got a chance, go for it !  You have 

NOTHING to lose but do listen to our advice

What next ?  Research subjects (including related) 

and respond to my email by 6/1/20

Watch SHS Oxbridge student tips on choosing 

degree (3.43):  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7AdINGV6tBs

(Surbiton High Youtube Channel – search Oxbridge)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7AdINGV6tBs


Any questions for us?


