
Clauses & Phrases 

Can I identify a subject-
finite verb relationship? 

(find the verb – and then ask 
who/what is ‘verbing’?) 

Yes 

No 

It is a (main) clause. 

No 

It is a phrase: 
 

a collection of 
related words 

which don’t have 
the subject-finite 
verb relationship 

It is a dependent clause: 
 

a clause made dependent 
by the inclusion of a 

subordinating 
conjunction (joining 

word). Must appear in a 
sentence with a (main) 

clause. 

Use a bracketing comma/s to 
separate me from (main) clauses in 
a sentence.  If I appear in the middle 

of a sentence, use two commas to 
surround me. 

Use a 
coordinating 

conjunction and 
joining comma 

to join me 
together with 

another (main) 
clause in a 
sentence. 

Coordinating 
conjunctions: 

For 
And 
Nor  
But 
Or 
Yet 
So 

Can this stand in a 
sentence alone (it is a 
complete thought)? 

 

Yes 

Some subordinating conjunctions: 
 
Because 
As 
If 
Since 
When 


