
Which one is the Byzantine capital and which one is the Romanesque? Why? 

Who is this and why is he important? 



Medieval Italy: New Monastic 
Orders, Giotto and the 

Altarpiece 



New Saints, New Orders: Monasticism in the 
Medieval Period  





Manuscript leaf with Scenes from 
the Life of St Francis of Assisi, 
c.1320-40, tempera and gold on 
parchment 



Morse with St Francis 
of Assisi Receiving the 
Stigmata, c.1300-
1350, gilded copper 
with enamel





Frescoes in the 
lower church of S. 
Francesco, Assisi





Manuscript Illumination with Saint Dominic Saving the 
Church of Saint John Lateran in an Initial A, c.1400

The Man of Sorrows with a Dominican and a 
Flagellant, c.1375, enamel and gilded copper



Presentation Scene with 
St Peter Martyr and 
Three Donors, c.1340, 
marble 



Manuscript Leaf with the 
Martyrdom of Saint Peter Martyr in 
an Initial P, from a Gradual, c.1270-
80, tempera and ink on parchment 



Key Points: Monasticism and New Orders 

ÅGreek word MONACHOS = solitary person

ÅMonks and nuns in the middle ages performed practical services e.g. nursing 
the sick, housing travellers and assisting the poor

ÅMonasticism developed a fruitful partnership with the visual arts (buildings, 
books etc,) 

ÅMendicant orders (MENDICARE ςto beg) ςFranciscan and Dominican orders 
with a strict vow of poverty and chastity

ÅMendicant orders preached in the vernacular 

ÅSt Francis of Assisi (1181/82 ς1226)

ÅSt Dominic (1170-1221)



Characteristics of Italian Painting of the 
Middle Ages 







Ducciodi 
Buoninsegna, 
Madonna and 
Child, c.1290-

1300, tempera and 
gold leaf on panel 

Bonaventura 
Berlinghieri, 
Madonna and 
Child, c.1230s



Bonaventura Berlinghieri, The St 
Francis Altarpiece (PesciaDossal), 
1235, tempera and gold leaf on 
panel






