
Recap Quiz! Answer these key questions: 

Å1. Who were the founders of Rome in 753 BC? 

Å2. What year was the Battle of Actium and why was it so relevant for 
Octavian (later Augustus)? 

Å3. What is the significance of the cupid on the Augustus of 
Primaporta?

Å4. Who commissioned the Colosseum to be built? 

Å5. What materials make up the Equestrian Monument to Marcus 
Aurelius? 

ÅBonus question: Who split the Roman Empire into the Eastern and 
Western Empires? 



Heavens Above: Christianity 
in the Roman Empire



Marble Portrait Head of the Emperor 
Constantine I, c.325 ς370 AD







School of Raphael, The Baptism of Constantine, c.1516, fresco 



Key points: Emperor Constantine and 
Constantinople 

Å330 AD ςAncient Imperial Capital of the Empire moved from Rome to 
Constantinople 

ÅCloser geographicallyto the centre of the Empire and easily defended

ÅConstantinople = Christian and ultimately Greek speaking capital 

ÅEconomic and cultural hub of the east



The influence of Christianity in early 
Byzantine art and architecture 



Fragment of a Colossus Statue of Constantine, 4th century AD, 
Capitoline Museum, Rome 

Constantine the Great, mosaic, c.1000 AD



Maison 
Carrée, 1st

century AD, 
Nîmes, France  





Church of Sta. Constanza, c.350 AD, Rome

Byzantine arches

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2d/Santa_Costanza_Interior.jpg
http://www.condopedia.com/w/images/b/b3/ByzantineArch.jpg






Hagia Sophia, 532-587 AD



Church of the Holy Apostles, Athens, c.1000 AD



Fragment of a Floor 
Mosaic with a 
Personification of 
Ktisis, 500 -550 AD, 
marble and glass 



Christ Pantocrator, 6th century AD, St 
/ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜΩǎ aƻƴŀǎǘŜǊȅΣ {ƛƴŀƛ



Icon of the Deesis, 12th century, St 
/ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜΩǎ aƻƴŀǎǘŜǊȅΣ {ƛƴŀƛ  



Icon with Saint Demetrois, c.950-
1000 AD, ivory 



Gold cross pendant, c.500-700 AD

Casket with Warriors and Dancers, 11th century, ivory and bone with gilded 
copper



Double Sided pendant with the Virgin Mary and Christ Pantocrator, c.1100 



Key Points: Byzantine art and architecture 

ÅArchitecture continued Roman traditions exceptfor Basilica format and domesused 
for Christian churches 

ÅDecisive visual break from ΨǇŀƎŀƴΩ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜ and architectural vocabulary

Å2D artworks gain more popularity e.g. mosaics and icons 

ÅGOLD!

ÅStylisationof Biblical figures and saints

ÅIconoclasm726-87 and 815-843 AD



Hagia Sophia





Virgin and Child with Justinian I and Constantine the Great , 944 AD, tympanum mosaic, southwestern vestibule, 
Hagia Sophia   


