Recap Quiz!

* 1. Name a series of paintings turned into engravings by William Hogarth (hint:
you have 3 to choose from!)

* 2. What do the black spots on the necks and faces in Marriage a la mode
signify?

e 3. What was the Grand Tour?

* 4. Who was the first president of the Royal Academy?

e 5. Where was Omai from?




The Enlightenment and French

Revolution
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Benjamin Von Block,
Portrait of Leopold |,
Holy Roman Emperor,
c.1672

Hyacinthe
Rigaud, Portrait

France, 1701, oil
on canvas




Joseph Wright of Derby, Self Portrait, c.1780, oil on Jacques- Louis David, Self Portrait, 1791, oil on
canvas canvas




The Enlightenment




Henri Testelin, Colbert Presenting the Members of the Royal Academy of Sciences to Louis XIV, 1667, oil on canvas




Sir Godfrey Kneller, Portrait of Sir Isaac Newton,
c.1702, oil on canvas
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Watercolour depiction of a London Coffee House ¢.1690




Nicolas de Largilliere, Portrait of Voltaire, Maurice Quentin de la Tour, Jean- Louis- Michel Van Loo, Denis Diderot,
c.1724/5 Jacques Rousseau, 1753 1767







Denis Diderot and Jean
d’Alembert, Encyclopédie,
published in 35 volumes
between 1751 and 1772

Frontispiece from the
1772 edition of the
Encyclopédie, showing
Truth unveiled by
Philosophy and Reason

ENCYCLOPEDIE,

DICTIONNAIRE RAISONNE
DES SCIENCES,

DES ARTS ET DES METIERS,

PAR UNE SOCIETE DE GENS DE LETTRES.

Mis en ordre & publié par M. DIDEROT, de I'Académie Royale des Sciences & des Belles-
Lettres de Pruffe ; & quant 2 la PARTIE MATHEMATIQUE, par M. D" ALEMBERT,
de I'Académie Royale des Sciences de Paris , de celle de Pruffe, & de la Société Royale
de Londres.
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Frontispiece to Voltaire’s interpretation of
Issac Newton’s Work: Elémens de la
philosophie de Newton (1738)
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DISCOURS

SUR L'ORIGINE ET LES FONDEMENS
DE L'INEGALITE PARMI LES HOMMES.
Par JEAN. JAQUES ROUSSEAU

CITOYEN DE GENEVE.

Non in depravatis, fed in his que bene focundem
naturzm fe habent, confiderandum eft quid fit na-
terale. Anistor. Politic L.2.
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Jean Jacques Rousseau, Discourse on Inequality, 1754
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Jean Jacques Rousseau, Social
Contract, 1762




Key Points: The Enlightenment

Revolved around ideas centred on rationality and reason and ideals such as liberty, progress,
tolerance, fraternity, constitutional government and separation of church and state.

Started at the beginning of the scientific revolution in the 17t century (Newton, Boyle etc.)
and the rough dates of the Enlightenment are 1715 (death of Louis XIV) and 1789 (French
Revolution)

Foundation of scientific academies (e.g. Royal Society in 1660) and meetings at coffee
houses, literary salons and masonic lodges spread the ideas and ideals of the Enlightenment.

Key philosophers: John Locke, Rene Descartes

Major figures: Denis Diderot, Immanuel Kant, Voltaire and Jean-Jacques Rousseau




Joseph Wright of Derby




Joseph Wright of Derby, Self
Portrait, c.1780. oil on canvas




Joseph Wright of Derby, An Iron Forge, 1772,
oil on canvas




A

Joseph Wright of Derby, Vesuvius in Eruption with a View over the Bay of Naples, c.1778-80, oil
on canvas




Gerrit Von Honthorst, The Matchmaker, 1625, oil on canvas




Gottfried Schalcken, Artist and
Model Looking at an Ancient
Statue by Candlelight, c.1700




Joseph Wright of Derby, Three Persons Viewing the Gladiator by
Candlelight, 1765, oil on canvas







Key Points: Joseph Wright of Derby

* Notable for his use of chiaroscuro and influence of Dutch Golden Age painters
such as Gerrit von Honthorst

* His paintings centre on the birth of Science and alchemy and the meetings of
the Lunar Society of Birmingham (group of industrialists and scientists led by
Erasmus Darwin living in the East Midlands)

* Wright had close contact with pioneering industrialists such as Josiah
Wedgwood and Richard Arkwright

* Went to ltaly from 1773-75 but otherwise spent most of his life in Derby




Scientific Experiments in Wright's Art
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Joseph Wright of Derby, A Philosopher Lecturing on the Orrery, 1765, oil on canvas






An Alchemist in Search of the Philosopher’s

Stone




Joseph Wright of Derby, An
Alchemist in Search of the
Philosopher's Stone, 1771, oil

on canvas



El Greco, St Francis of Assis Receiving the Stigmata,
¢.1585-90, oil on canvas







Thomas Wijk, The Alchemist, c.1650




Joseph Wright of Derby, An
Alchemist in Search of the
Philosopher's Stone, 1771, oil

on canvas



Key Points: An Alchemist in Search of the
Philosopher’s Stone

 Alternative title: “The Alchymist in search of the Philosopher’s Stone, discovers
phosphorous, and prays for the successful conclusion of his operation, as was the
custom of ancient chymical astrologers.”

» Refers to the discovery of phosphorus by the Hamburg alchemist Hennig Bundt
in 1669, a story often printed in popular chemical books.

* Wright romanticises the room — 1730 description for phosphorus says that urine
had to be “putrid” and “bred worms”

 Religious connotations in the pose of the alchemist




An Experiment with a Bird in the Air Pump




Joseph Wright of Derby, An Experiment with a Bird in the Air Pump, 1768, oil on canvas, National Gallery, London
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Joseph Wright of Derby, Erasmus
Darwin, 1770, oil on canvas







Joseph Wright of Derby, An Experiment with a Bird in the Air Pump, 1768, oil on canvas, National Gallery, London


















Joseph Wright of Derby, An Experiment with a Bird in the Air Pump, 1768, oil on canvas, National Gallery, London



Key Points: An Experiment with a Bird in an Air
Pump

* Painting shows a natural philosopher recreating Robert Boyle’s experiments in the air
pump.

e Air pump invented by Otto von Guericke in 1650 but in 1659 Boyle commissions an air
pump and presents it to the Royal Society.

* By 1768, air pumps were commonplace scientific instruments used in public
demonstrations by itinerant lecturers in natural philosophy

* The painting was exhibited at the Society of Artists in 1768 and re-exhibited before
Christian VIl of Denmark

* Full moon in the painting is a reference to the Lunar Society of Birmingham and the
setting is recognisable as the house of Erasmus Darwin.




The Philosophy of the Enlightenment and the

Genesis of the French Revolution




Elisabeth Vigée Lebrun,
Portrait of Marie-
Antoinette, 1778

Antoine-
Francois Callet,
Portrait of Louis
XVI of France,
1774
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e e - i Caricature of the Third Estate Carrying
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Jacques- Louis David, The Oath of the Horatii, 1784, oil on canvas, Louvre



. s : % Frontispiece to Le Antichita di Ercolano,
Vo delin: ‘ X : 5 : Bitews incidi curavit 1 7 5 7
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acques- Louis David, The Lictors bringing to Brutus the Bodies of his Sons,
1789, oil on canvas




Jacques-Louis David, The Death
of Marat, 1793, oil on canvas
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Nicolas de Largilliere, Portrait of Voltaire, Maurice Quentin de la Tour, Jean-Jacques Louis- Michel Van Loo, Denis Diderot, 1767
c.1724/5 Rousseau, 1753




Key Points: The Philosophy of the
Enlightenment and the French Revolution

« 1789 — Louis XVI calls the Estates General on 4t May, the National Assembly is founded on the
4t June, the Tennis Court Oath takes place on 20t June and the Bastille is stormed on 14th
July.

* The ideas of Enlightenment philosophers and particularly Jean- Jacques Rousseau were highly
influential on the revolutionaries, in particular the Jacobin club. Specifically, Rousseau’s
rejection of the idea of the Divine Right of Kings and the importance of an individual to reason
for themselves.

e Scenes and compositions from ancient history are used by Jacques-Louis David to act as visual
metaphors for the changing allegiances in the run up to and during the French Revolution.

* France became a republic officially in 1792 and Louis XVI was executed the following year.




Next week....







