
Which of these is Paleolithic, Neolithic and Mesopotamian. Why? 

What is the thematic link between them? 



The Art of Imperial Rome 



! ōǊƛŜŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ wƻƳŜΧΦ





Giambologna, The Rape of the 
Sabine Women, 1583, marble, 

Loggia dei Lanzi, Florence 



Karl Theodor von Piloty, The Murder of Caesar, 1865, oil on canvas 



The BlacasCameo (Emperor 
Augustus) , AD 20-50









Colossus Head of Emperor 
Constantine, 4th century AD, 
bronze





Summary: The Origins of Rome

Å753 BC - Legend says Rome founded by Romulus and Remus

Å509 BC - Rome became arepublic after its rule by 7 Kings from Romulus to 
Tarquin 

Å44 BC - After victory over Pompey the Great, Julius Caesar is murdered

Å31 BC - Battle of Actium grants sole power to Octavian who becomes Augustus
and the first Roman Emperor in 27 BC (Julian- Claudian Dynasty)

Å43 AD ς2nd Invasion of Britain by armies of Emperor Claudius 

Å285 AD Diocletiandivides Roman Empire into Western and EasternEmpires

Å312 AD Constantinebecomes Emperor (Christian) and goes on to found 
Constantinople

Å476 AD ςlast Roman Emperor Romulus Augustulus defeated by Germanic King 
Odoacer



Task! 
ÅIn your groups, discuss which key event you 

think is the most significant in the 
development or decline of the Roman 

empire



Artistic origins of ancient Roman art



The Victorious Youth, 300-100 
BC, bronze, Getty Museum 

Praxiteles, Aphrodite Cnidus, 4th

century BC, marble, Glyptothek, 
Munich  



Attributed to Hagesandros, Polydorusand 
Athenodorus, Lacocoönand his Sons, Roman copy 

after Hellensticoriginal, c.1st century BC ς1st

century AD, marble, MuseoPio- Clementino, Rome



Statue of Mars, 2nd century 
AD, from the Forum of 
Nerva, marble

Relief of Marcus Aurelius, 
c.177-180 AD, marble, Rome



Origins of Roman Art: Key points

Å1. Influence of Ancient Greek sculpture ςidealised bodies and 
proportions, introduction of contrapposto 

ÅнΦ Ψ.ǳŦŦƛƴƎ ǳǇΩ ƻŦ ƴǳŘŜ ƳŀƭŜ ōƻŘƛŜǎ όǎŜŜ Laocoön) 

Å3. Imperial art used for propagandistic purposes



The Augustus of Prima Porta 



Augustus of Prima Porta, c. 15-20AD, 
marble, MuseoVaticani, Rome 



The Via LabicanaAugustus (Augustus as Pontifex Maximus), after 
12BC, marble, Palazzo Massimo allaTerme, Rome 

Bust of the Empeor
Augustus, c.20 BC, marble, 
Capitoline Museum, Rome 



Augustus of Prima Porta, c. 15-20AD, 
marble, MuseoVaticani, Rome 



Polykleitos, Doryphoros(spear bearer) 
Roman marble copy of a bronze 
original, c.440-450 BC



Detail from the Apollo Belvedere, Roman copy 
of bronze original, c.120-140 AD











Augustus of Prima Porta, c. 15-20AD, 
marble, MuseoVaticani, Rome 



Key points 
Augustus of Primaporta

ÅMade ŀŦǘŜǊ !ǳƎǳǎǘǳǎΩ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ мп !5

ÅUsed for propagandaςŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜǎ !ǳƎǳǎǘǳǎΩ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ military victor, his 
connection to the godsand the bringer of the Pax Romana 

ÅResemblance to tƻƭȅƪƭŜƛǘƻǎΩ Spearbearerςyoung, virile etc. 

ÅDolphin = symbol of naval victory at Battle of Actium (31 BC) 

ÅCupid = reminding us the Augustus is descended from the goddess Venus

ÅCuirass (breastplate) = reference to victory over Parthians (20 BC) and the Pax 
Romana. Includes depictions of deities (Caelus, Sol, Apollo, Diana and Tellus) 
and  personifications of conquered nations 



The Colosseum 
(Flavian Amphitheatre)





Bust of Emperor Vespasian (r. 69-79 AD) Bust of Emperor Titus (r. 79-81 AD)



Roman sestertius struck in 71 AD commemorating the victory in the first Jewish ςRoman War
Inscription reads: IVDEA CAPTA (Judea conquered)











The ZiltenMosaic(detail), 2nd century AD from Libya (Leptis Magna)

Shows (left to right): a thraex fighting a murmillo, a hoplomachusstanding with another murmillo (signalling his defeat to 
the referee) and one of a matched pair of gladiators.  



Key Points: Colosseum

ÅCommissioned in c.70-72 AD by Emperor Vespasian as a gift to the people of 
Rome

ÅDedicated in ул !5 ōȅ ±ŜǎǇŀǎƛŀƴΩǎ ǎƻƴΣ 9ƳǇŜǊƻǊ ¢ƛǘǳǎ ς100 days of games

ÅLargest amphitheatre in the Roman world 

ÅSeating for more than 50,000 spectators

ÅGladiators = usually slaves 

Å/ƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŦƭƻƻŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ΨƴŀǾŀƭΩ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ venationes
(slaughter of animals by trained hunters) and public executions 



Equestrian Statue of Emperor 
Marcus Aurelius 



Equestrian Statue of Marcus 
Aurelius, c.173-176 AD, gilded 

bronze, MuseoCapitolani, Rome 


