
5 mins training on Peer-on-Peer Abuse 
 Peer-on-peer abuse is any form of physical, sexual, emotional and financial abuse, and coercive control 
exercised between children, and within children’s relationships (both intimate and non-intimate), 
friendships, and wider peer associations. 

• Rates of violence are higher for girls in England than in any other country 
• Peer-on-peer abuse tends to be experienced by children aged 10 and upwards, with those abusing 

them being slightly older; however, cases of eight year olds being abused, and inflicting abuse, have 
been reported 

• 1 in 3 girls have experienced sexual violence from a partner before they turn 18 years old 
• 4 in 10 teenage girls have experienced sexual coercion when they have been aged between 13 and 

17 years old 
• One in five girls in England have suffered physical violence from their boyfriend 
• 48 percent of girls have experienced instances of emotional and online abuse from their partners 
• Two thirds of contact sexual abuse experienced by children under the age of 17 was perpetrated by 

someone under 18 years old 
• Black and minority ethnic children are often under-identified as victims, and are over-identified as 

perpetrators instead. 

 

 

Safeguarding Update April 2021 

& 10 minutes on peer-on-peer abuse 
 
  

A reminder that should you have a 
concern you must complete the 

‘Safeguarding Concern Form’ on MIS.  

Click here to access it. 

 
 

 
If you are interested in attending a Safeguarding 
related course, the LSCB run a number of training 
events. Information can be found here.  

 

 
A reminder that should you know who the Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) , 

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead and safeguarding officers are and what to do 
if you receive a disclosure. Click here for guidance. 

 

 

https://mis.surbitonhigh.com/commonDocs?path=Safeguarding%5C
https://mis.surbitonhigh.com/commonDocs?path=Safeguarding%5C
https://www.afccpdonline.co.uk/education/courses/bookings/default.asp?subid=230&dosearch=Search&ds=1&sdate=23/February/2017
https://mis.surbitonhigh.com/commonDocs?path=Safeguarding%5C


To an extent, there is no clear boundary between incidents that should be regarded as peer-on-peer abuse 
and incidents that are more properly dealt with as bullying, sexual experimentation, etc. For this reason, a 
staff member’s professional judgement plays a vital role in the identification process 

It may be appropriate to regard a child’s behaviour as abusive if 
• There is a large difference in power between the people involved; 
• The perpetrator has repeatedly tried to harm one or more people; 
• There are concerns about the intention of the alleged perpetrator. 

 
 
What we can do as staff: 

 make clear that sexual violence and sexual harassment is not acceptable, will never be tolerated and 
is not an inevitable part of growing up; 

 not tolerate or dismiss sexual violence or sexual harassment as “banter”, “part of growing up”, “just 
having a laugh”; 

 challenge behaviours (potentially criminal in nature), such as grabbing bottoms, breasts and 
genitalia, flicking bras and lifting up skirts. Dismissing or tolerating such behaviours risks normalising 
them; and 

 report to the safeguarding team any concern you may have that a pupil is suffering from peer-on-
peer abuse.  

 

 

 

                  
               

      

 

  

 

 

 

The NSPCC has created some good, quick reads on healthy sexual development of children and young 
people. Click here for a link to see some examples of age-appropriate and healthy sexual behaviour.  

 

 

 

 

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-health-development/healthy-sexual-development-children-young-people#heading-top


Click here to view the Peer-on-Peer Abuse Policy 
Please complete this very short form (here) to help us monitor 

engagement in safeguarding training.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

United Learning Hub 

Frazer Smith is the Lead Safeguarding Officer for the Group. 

The Hub has a range of publications as well as links to statutory guidance and useful 
websites.  

 

There is a recording (just under 30 minutes) of DSL surgery presentation about ‘Sexual Development and 
Sexual Harmful Behaviour’ available here: https://hub.unitedlearning.org.uk/school-

 

5 min discussion for tutor groups: 
1. Who they could/should talk to in school if they feel they or someone 

they know is suffering from peer-on-peer abuse. 
a. Speak to tutor, a teacher, HOY, MC, SM, JO or SLT, Counsellor or School Nurse 

2. Discuss what might constitute peer-on-peer abuse; 
 - Physical and sexual abuse 
 - Sexual harassment 
 - Sexual violence (rape, assault by penetration and sexual assault) 
 - Emotional harm 
 - On and offline bullying 
 - Teenage abusive relationships 
 - Grooming children for sexual and criminal exploitation 
 - Initiation/hazardous type youth violence and rituals. 

3. Who might be vulnerable to peer-on-peer abuse? 

 

 

  

 

Want to read a little more? This link to 
‘Practitioner Briefing #1: What is peer-on-peer 
abuse?’ is an excellent 5-minute read  

 

 

 

 

Click here for a link to BBC Panorama documentary: 
when kids abuse kids. It lasts for 30mins but is worth 
watching. Please note, however, that it has first-hand 
accounts from children who were abused.  

 

 

 

https://mis.surbitonhigh.com/common-documents/Safeguarding/Peer-on-peer+Abuse+Policy.pdf
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=fxcx-mpVokyLDoYiQrUyRbxQmvsXFVBIkF0tictFvQFUOEFLWUpXNDY2SllIQjhWSklHS0VYVVlPOS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=fxcx-mpVokyLDoYiQrUyRbxQmvsXFVBIkF0tictFvQFUOEFLWUpXNDY2SllIQjhWSklHS0VYVVlPOS4u
https://hub.unitedlearning.org.uk/school-support/safeguarding/Pages/Designated-Safeguarding-Lead.aspx
https://hub.unitedlearning.org.uk/school-support/safeguarding/Pages/Designated-Safeguarding-Lead.aspx
https://hub.unitedlearning.org.uk/school-support/safeguarding/Pages/default.aspx
https://mk0safeguardingmluiv.kinstacdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/MSUPB01.pdf
https://mk0safeguardingmluiv.kinstacdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/MSUPB01.pdf
https://mk0safeguardingmluiv.kinstacdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/MSUPB01.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3JOMhF6y3B8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3JOMhF6y3B8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3JOMhF6y3B8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3JOMhF6y3B8

