
Why lecture day?

• 1) to help you explore degree options by engaging with 

subject content (rather than just looking at a course 

outline on a course page). If you haven't decided on 

your degree, this can be help you make a degree 

decision

AND

• 2) Provide evidence of super-curricular engagement 

(i.e. above and beyond A-level) with the degree, 

thereby strengthening your UCAS application, eg.

personal statement



Lecture List and this PPT here:

https://learn.surbitonhigh.com/careers/year-

12-lecture-1-july-2020/

https://learn.surbitonhigh.com/careers/year-12-lecture-1-july-2020/


Example: Gresham College



If struggling to find something relevant, you 

can look at podcasts, articles and activities –

see Super-Curricular Bible

https://learn.surbitonhigh.com/careers/surbiton-super-curricular-bible/


Example - myheplus



MOOCs



Search according to interests



Look at syllabus to see if interests and if it starts today then 

it's instant access



Select do not certificate or equivalent



Intro lecture/reading will quickly give you an idea of whether 

interests you



Feel free to skip through to lectures/reading that interests you although 

make sure you are not missing out – you can always go back



Watch lectures you want 



Ultimate Outcomes

1. Are you interested? If not, what does that mean for 

your potential degree subject? Eg. If you don't like 

political theory/philosophy, are you able to avoid on 

your politics course? Or has another degree subject 

piqued your interest more?

2. For your personal statement, you are trying to identify a 

few areas of debate in your subject where you can 

show - through discussion - your interest in your degree 

subject



https://ed.ted.com/search?qs=engineering

For example: this 5 minute lecture from Ted-Ed –

Why Isn't The Netherlands Under Water?

https://ed.ted.com/search?qs=engineering


For example: this 5 minute lecture from Ted-Ed



1953 – thousands of people died in the Netherlands after a 

tidal surge

In years that followed, Netherlands engineered the world's 

most sophisticated, expensive and successful flood 

protection system

There's some mention of the engineering solutions used

How might you use this in your personal statement? What 

might you do next?

What I learnt in five minutes from this lecture?



"One of the things that strikes me about engineering is not only its 

power to improve our lives at the day to day level, whether 

that's a vacuum cleaner with better suction or a mobile with 

a better camera, but also its capacity to tackle some of the 

biggest, existential challenges of our time. For example, I saw 

the role of civil engineering in managing our climate 

catastrophe by engineering sustainable flooding solutions in the 

Ted-Ed talk, "Why Isn't the Netherlands Underwater?". A tidal 

surge that killed thousands in 1953 prompted the world's most 

successful, sophisticated and expensive flooding solution..."

Where might you look to take this next? What sort of lecture or 

article might you find next?

How to use in personal statement



How to use in personal statement

Where might you look to take this next? What sort of 

lecture or article might you find next?

- For engineering, I'd probably want to find a bit more detail on the engineering 

technology used in this flood defence

- I'd also want to understand more about flood technology that could be 

(and/or has been) adapted for less developed countries than the Netherlands, 

eg. Bangladesh

"The Netherlands example led me to think about what countries with far less 

resources but also at risk of rising sea levels may respond. In "Bangladesh: 

Sustainable Flooding Solutions on a Shoestring", I discovered a mix of innovative 

technology and EU funding and expertise from The Netherlands has started to 

make a difference. It taught me that engineers need to have financial 

practicalities in mind, not just a solution that works in theory."



Actions

Please use this lecture list provided:
https://learn.surbitonhigh.com/careers/year-12-lecture-1-july-2020/

You can find lectures that aren't on this list

If you can't find lectures, articles, podcasts and activities are also acceptable, 

see the super-curricular bible here:
https://learn.surbitonhigh.com/careers/surbiton-super-curricular-bible/

You should undertake AT LEAST 1 ½ hours' worth of lectures (or equivalent) between now 

and the end of period 3

Keep in mind, how is this helping me? Is it developing my degree decision? Is it helping me 

identify one of the areas of discussion in my personal statement?

Once you have completed your lectures, complete this form

REMEMBER: continue over the summer with your super-curricular endeavour. It will help 

you confirm your degree choice and refine your personal statement

https://learn.surbitonhigh.com/careers/year-12-lecture-1-july-2020/
https://learn.surbitonhigh.com/careers/surbiton-super-curricular-bible/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=fxcx-mpVokyLDoYiQrUyRVJin9KF8QxOt3QGaHuW21BUODcyQzc2WVRQWE9WQkhRRElRQzM4QTI4My4u

